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been stampeded into promising a parliament for the whole
Austrian Empire!
At once the suppressed liberalism of Lombardy-Venetia
boiled over with irresistible enthusiasm. At Venice there was
no bloodshed—the Austrian officials capitulated and departed
without resistance. In Milan, on the other hand, there were
five days of severe street-fighting before Marshal Radetsky
and his garrison were driven out. The Hapsburg Dukes
were expelled from Parma and Modena, and by the end
of March all the eight Italian states were under constitutional
governments.
All eyes now turned to Turin. Would Charles Albert venture
to challenge Austria on behalf of Italian liberties ? He felt
less hesitation about this than he had felt about granting a con-
stitution, and responded to the call of his people by declaring
war on Austria in the name of Italian brotherhood. All Italy
thrilled with the feeling that the hour of deliverance had come.
Contingents marched to his support from Rome, Naples and
Florence; thousands of exiles—among them the famous
garibaldi—came flocking back to strike a blow for their
beloved land. Early in April the King led his army across the
Mincio, and within six weeks he had overrun Lombardy and
had captured Peschiera, one of the famous " Quadrilateral" of
fortresses which guarded the passes through the Alps from
Austria. Lombardy, Venetia, Parma and Modena all declared
in favour of annexation to the Kingdom of Sardinia. The
triumph of Italian liberalism seemed assured.
§ 120. the revolutions in the austrian empire.—We
must now turn back to see what had led up to the flight of
Metternich from Vienna.
It was not surprising that the twin forces of nationalism and
constitutionalism should have a disruptive effect on " the
ramshackle empire"—the wonder was that Metternich had
managed to suppress them for so long. Here was a state with
a German core surrounded by Magyars, Czechs, Poles* Serbs,

